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ABORIGINAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIVISION � DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

509. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minster for Indigenous Affairs:  
I ask a supplementary question. The Minister for Indigenous Affairs has been directly contradicted by the 
Premier and the Director General of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. Why has the government 
dropped the ball on the important issue of Aboriginal jobs? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I do not think that is the case at all. The premise that the member is putting�that we are not looking after the 
employment of Aboriginal people�is absolutely untrue. All the member needs to do is look at the huge amount 
of work that is being done by the Premier in his role as Minister for State Development, by the Minister for 
Regional Development � 

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Bassendean! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: � and by the Treasurer, particularly in his role as Minister for Housing.  

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order! This is not the member for Bassendean�s question. The member for Bassendean has 
opportunities in this place. I formally call the member for the first time. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: A huge amount of work is being done to deal with Aboriginal employment. Is it not funny 
that when I visit Aboriginal communities, as I have done a number of times already and as I intend to do 
significantly more, what those Aboriginal people say to me is thank God the Liberal Party is back in 
government! 

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: It is true! They say that!  

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Kwinana!  

Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes, they do. They say that to me all the time. Members opposite promote themselves as 
being the group that looks after the Aboriginal people in this state, but it is not true.  

Several members interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: All members have to do to find an example is to look at the issue of housing. Where is the 
funding for housing for Aboriginal people in this state coming from? There will be a huge amount of state and 
commonwealth funding for infrastructure in the remote areas. Members should look at what happens in the 
metropolitan area, where funding is provided for housing through the minister responsible for Homeswest. 
Members should consider how many houses were created under the previous Liberal government and how many 
were created under the Labor government. When I was the minister responsible, approximately 1 350 
Homeswest houses were being built each year in this state. In the Labor Party�s last term of government, 850 
Homeswest houses were built. 

Mr R.H. Cook: What did Sanderson say about axing the economic development division?  

The SPEAKER: The member for Kwinana had the opportunity to ask the question and I gave him the 
opportunity to ask a supplementary question. It is not an opportunity for the member to repeatedly interject. I 
formally call the member for Kwinana to order for the first time. I hope the minister will conclude his answer 
shortly.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes, thank you, Mr Speaker, I found it difficult with the constant interjections to maintain my 
train of thought. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition thinks that if he constantly interjects, saying things that 
are not true, eventually I will take some notice of him. I do not intend to.  
 


